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The Botallo Mystery 
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Fig. 1 The dates of Botallo's birth and death are given variously as 1519 or 1530, and 1587, 1588, or 1600, 

respectively. This photograph was published in Botallo Leonardo: Astese, medico regio by Prof. Dott. 

Leonardo Carerj (Asti, Italy: Casa Editrice Arethusa, 1954). The legend shown below the photograph 

indicates that Botallo's name was erroneously spelled Botali rather than Botallo in the figure. The author and 

publisher wish to thank Dr. Louis Acierno of the University of Central Florida and Dr. Frabboni of Bologna for 

their help in locating the photograph.�

�

Fig. 2 Illustration probably inserted by van Horne relating to Botallo's description of cardiac anatomy. Opera 

Omnia 1660, from Uppsala University Library, the Waller collection.�



�

Fig. 3 Title page to the 1786 proceedings of the Swedish Royal Academy of Science, containing 

Hagströmer's description of a persistent foramen ovale in an adult.�
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